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Manvendra Singh Barwani (seated right), Maharana of Barwani, Indore, sets off for
the first leg of the 500-km journey from Coimbatore to Chennai on the 1886 Benz
Motorwagen replica from the Gedee Car Museum in Coimbatore on Wednesday.

- PHOTO: M. PERIASAMY

Rayan Rozario

COIMBATORE: A replica of the
19*h century Benz Motorwagen
set off on its historic journey
from Coimbatore to Chennai
from the Gedee Car Museum
(GCM) here on Wednesday.

Dubbed the Heritage Motor
Drive by GCM, the promoters of
the event, the vehicle pulled in
the crowd an hour before the
scheduled flag-off.

They had come to see what
the first horseless carriage in
the world looked like. And some
of the motor sport enthusiasts
in the crowd helped them out
with its history. And of course,
there were selfies along with the
vehicle. After tackling the
crowd and the media, the 1886
Benz Motorwagen replica final-
ly rolled out on its 500 km non-
stop trip. And, the crowd roared
in delight.

Manvendra Singh Barwani,
the Maharana of Barwani, In-
dore, had the privilege of driv-
ing the first few kilometres. He

A six-member team
will take turns in
driving the vehicle
to Chennai

looked thrilled to be part of the

event.

The first 20km turned out to
be a bit tough as crowds worked
themselves up into a frenzy see-
ing the ‘old fella’ pass by.

But G.D. Gopal, GCM's Ma-
naging Trustee, sounded confi-
dent. “We are fully prepared.
We don't expect any practical
difficulties. Grease for the gears
may be required. Otherwise, I
expect it to be a safe journey all
the way.”

A six-member team, all ex-

- perts who had worked on the

replica, will take turns in driv-
ing the vehicle to Chennai.
They will change hands at the
wheel every 30km and the vehi-
cle will be topped up with fuel,
water coolant and lube oil.
They are excited about this

historic drive.

“Even modern cars some-
times find it hard to travel this
long. But this vehicle is light-
weight with a very simple en-
gine. And, it gives a mileage of
17km to a litre,” said Mr. Gopal.

With modern technology in-
volved, this vehicle is sure to be
far superior to the older version.
It has proved its strength as well
by passing similar tests on a
couple of occasions.

“It took me close to 13 years

to get a prototype. And, once I

got 1t, I brought in 21 students
from my institute and asked
them whether they could make
this car, which had 430 parts.
They took seven months to
complete it,” said Mr. Gopal.

“The Germans were awe-
struck; the Britishers could not
believe their eyes. So we set up a
production line to make more
such replicas. I am happy that
today, one such replica has set
on a journey that to my knowl-
edge nobody has undertaken in
the world.”
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Benz sets off on historic CBE-Chennai journey

DC CORRESPONDENT Chronical 15.10.2015 e
COIMBATORE, OCT. 14 0 T
In a record of sorts, a &% . e %

replica of the 19th centu- A&
ry Benz Motorwagen beg- ke
an its 500 km run from
Coimbatore to Che
nnai on Wednesday eve-
ning. |
When the 1886 Benz
Motorwagen rides its way &,
into glory by reaching y.is
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1t might be the longest dis- §” b oW - SN R e
tance covered by a replica . 7 e T W U - F Nl e ST

of a horseless carriage in
the world.

This two-seater vehicle,
designed by Carl Benz,
was flagged off by Man
vendra Singh Barwani,
the Maharana of Barwani
from the Gedee Car
Museum. He also drove
the car upto Neelambur
toll plaza.
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replica of the 19 century Benz Motorwagen begah Its 500'km run from Coimbat
to Chennai on Wednesday evening. —-DC

This is the longest drive,
almost after Bertha Benz,
wife of Carl, took out a
long journey of 194 km
from Mannheim to
Pforzheim. "This car is a

marvel that can run even
for longer journeys," said
G D Gopal, chairman of G
D Naidu Charities.

Prior to this historical
event, a trial run from

Coimbatore to Salem for a
distance of upto 165 km in
June this year tur
ned out to be successful.
"It gave us confidence that
even longer distance can

be tried out," he said.

The car, when 1s likely to
run nonstop, 1s expe
cted to reach Chennai on
Friday night at around
10.30 pm.
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Coimbatore: The 1886 Benz
Motor-wagon, the world’s
first horseless carriage, was
designed to drive for amaxi-
mum of 15 minutes. But, on
Wednesday, the Gedee
Group attempted to drive a
replica of the car for 500km,
from Coimbatore to Chen-
nai, the longest drive by the
model in a single stretch.

On Wednesday evening,
an avid car collector and au-
tomobile enthusiast, Rana
of Barwani, Indore, Man-
vendra Singh, flagged off
the ride from the Gedee Car
Museumat4.30pm. Hedrove
the car till the Neelambur
Toll Plaza, about 30km from
the museum. “It is an hon-
ourtobepartof thishistoric
ride. The car is an example
of - excellent engineering
and to be able to recreate it
with the same precision and
qguality 1s a hallmark in it-
self,” said Singh before be-
ginning the ride. Singh also
owns a 1886 Benz Motor-
wagon designed by the Ge-

Times of India 15.10.2015

On the road from Coimbatore to
Chennai to revisit Benz history

| > Sreedharan
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A repllca of the 1886 Benz Motorwagen WIH be drwen SOOkm to

record the longest drive by the model in a single stretch

dee Group.
. The car was designed by
Karl Benz and was patented

'1n1886. Untilnow, the record

for the longest drive in the
1886 Benz Motorwagen was
held by Karl’s wife Bertha
Benz. She drove from Mann-
heim to Pforzheim and back
travelling 194km along with
her sons, Eugen and Ri-
chard. “With this ride she
proved the feasibility of the
car as a means of travel,”

sald G D Gopal, chairman of

G D Naidu Charities.
The Gedee Group started

designingreplicasof thecar

in 2012, and the first car was
ready 1n2013. Following a se-
ries of trial runs, G D Gopal
decided to attempt a design
for longer distances. This
past June 13, the group at-
tempted to drive the car to
Salem covering 165km in
nine hours. “Having suc-
cessfully completed this

the ride to Salem,”

ride, we gained confidence
about covering longer dis-
tances. With thissuccess, we
decided to drive it to Chen-
al,” G D Gopal said.

The car will bedriven for
30 hours to reach Chennal
onThursdayat10.30pm. The
G D Group has organized a
convoy to travel along with
the car until Chennai. A to-
tal of 501 fuel (Benzene) and
close to 1001 (water) for coo-
lant is being carried by the
convoy. “Six drivers would
work 1In rotation every
30km. These drivers are ex-
perienced and were part of
sald as-
sistant general manager, op-
erations, UMS Technologies
Limited, N Ramaraj who is
also accompanying the
team. |

The car will be received
by the commissioner of tou-
rism and managing direc-
tor, Tamil Nadu Tourism De-
velopment Corporation,
Har Sahay Meena and con-
sul general of Germany,
Chennai, Achim Fabig on
Friday, in Chennai.
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